SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
heights the autonomy of human will within any
given environmental framework. Thus the Soviet
Communist of to-day views the growth of knowledge
as a foundation, not merely for the limitless satisfaction
of passive, erotic impulses, but for the exercise of
talent. All men, feels the Communist, may one day be
poets, singers, actors, athletes, sculptors, musicians
and philosophers. When every man need work no
more than a couple of hours a day, then each may
devote the rest of his day to the enunciation of values,
the formation of schools of thought and to artistic
creations on a scale hitherto unheard of, and to forms
of strife, not upon the political (bread and butter), but
upon the intellectual plane, Such, indeed, is the
underlying philosophy of the "withering away of the
state." There will be no fixity in the scheme of values,
for there will never be any end to the growth of
knowledge, but there will be no limit, either, to the
fecundity of the mind* What is most important of all
is that this fecundity will rest upon the cultivation of
active, father than passive states of mind. The
relaxation of the senses into a condition of passivity,
without the counterbalancing achievements of action,
will always, it is hoped, be castigated as decadent; the
ascetic element in all aspiration will always be piaised.
This is the basis of Communist optimism.
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